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MARCH 11th

6:30—7:30 P.M.

A letter from the Principal

Dear Parents:

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for this month. These are
tremendously important, as they will give you information about supporting your
child through the end of his/her kindergarten year.

While you are attending your parent teacher conference please stop and shop
at our book fair located in the Psychomotor Room.

The following are scheduled Open House dates for our Elementary Schools.
This is an opportunity for incoming 1st grade families to visit our elementary build-
ings and receive information about the great educational programs that Ypsilanti
Public Schools have to offer. Each Open House will run from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

April 21—Erickson April 22—Estabrook
April 23—Adams April 24—Chapelle

On April 29th we will hold an Open House for incoming Kindergarten families from
6:30-7:30. Please tell your friends or neighbors that may have kindergarten students
coming to Perry next year. This is an opportunity for them to visit, tour the building,
and have their questions answered.

Beginning March 31st our students will be participating in standardized testing. The
kindergarteners will take the Gates-MacGinitie and our 1st grade students will take
the IOWA Test of Basic Skills (ITBS). Both tests will assess Reading & Math Skills.
Be assured that we have given students many opportunities to practice making a
choice and filling in a circle underneath that choice to identify their answer. We have
also planned for much more teacher support and lower group sizes for testing to help
minimize student stress and maximize student success. We know that our students
are well prepared for the experience.

Kindergarten registration packets will be available in the school office
beginning March 10th. If you, or someone you know has a child that will be enrolling
for kindergarten for the 2008-2009 school year, stop by and pick up a packet. We will
ask you to sign up for a screening appointment in April or May. At this appointment,
we will review your enrollment paperwork, do an academic screening with your child,
and an interview with parents. These registration appointments are scheduled for
April 14-18 and May 5-7, 12, 13. You may sign up for an appointment at any time.
Turning in your registration packet before your registration appointment will save
you approximately 45 minutes of time.

Continued on page 2.
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Preschool registration packets will also be available in the school office beginning March 10th. The
process for registration is the same as with kindergarten. The screening dates are May 28 & 29. Do remember that
preschool students must live in the Ypsilanti Public School District and must qualify with a combination of income
need or risk factors. Please call the office if you have any questions about whether or not your child would qualify.

We hope that many of you will be able to attend the Family Reading Night this month. Also, we have many
fun Reading activities planned this month. Please check your special yellow March Reading Calendar that came
home last week.

Have a great Month!
Sincerely,

Sharine Buddin,

Psychologist's Corner—cheryl Barget, Psychologist
Thinking Skills

Here are some ideas for having fun with your children and helping them to develop their thinking skills at the same
time!!

1) Riddles: "Tell me what I'm thinking of...."

Describe something your child is familiar with one clue at a time until they get the answer.
Examples:

I am thinking of something red and round and that we can eat.-apple

I am thinking of something that cries, crawls, and sleeps a lot.-baby

The sun and bananas are this color. -yellow

2) Name four things and ask your child to tell you what doesn't belong with the rest. Examples: cow, pig, pencil, and
horse; bus, car, box, and train; spoon, cup, shoe and plate.

3) Throughout your day use numbers to help math come alive for your child.

Ask them to count things- ie. numbers of cars that pass by, number of birds they see.

Ask what comes next- we get dressed and then we....

Which is the biggest, smallest, next biggest, tallest, shortest, more than, less than, etc.

Finding numbers at the grocery store. Counting coins, paying for items, point out numbers on signs.

4) Children love to collect things. They can use an old egg carton and decorate it. They can collect buttons, stickers,
stones, stamps from old mail (cutting them off the envelope themselves if they are able to), etc. and sort and count
their collections.

5) Give your child two objects to hold. Ask them to tell you how they are the same and how they are different.

6) Make your own card game by using index cards, cutting out pictures from magazines- you and your child can cut
them out together, and some glue. You can group by sameness (ie. animals, fruit, transportation, toys, etc.) or pick
the one that doesn't belong out of a set of four.

Have fun with these learning activities. Their use should just arise out of natural circumstances, ie. the grocery store,
while driving in the car, and/or during your child's free time, and not be pressured or burdonsome. Free unstructured
imaginative playtime is also an important part of your child's day, so don't think that all play time has to be a formal
learning experience.






MARCH CALENDAR

March - IS READING MONTH - Watch for a schedule of fun activities

10

20

20

21 & 24

26 & 27
26 & 27

Literacy Academy Family Night

Family Literacy Night Make & Take Workshop 6:30-8:00

EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20-

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOMENT DAY

EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20/CONFERENCE PREPARATION DAY/Full Day and
Literacy Academy

NO A.M./P.M. or FULL DAY PRESCHOOL
BERTSCH/BLEVINS/BOWEN & JONES

NO A.M./P.M.— Kulman, Stevens, Boyer

NO SCHOOL - SPRING WEEKEND

NO SCHOOL—ALL PRESCHOOL CLASSES/Bertsch/Blevins/Bowen/Jones
EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20 - PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

Boyer, Kulman, Stevens - AM & PM classes in session

Week of March 31—Gates & ITBS testing takes place




Perry CDC Calendar of Events

April

3 Literacy Academy Family Night

7-11 NO SCHOOL/SPRING BREAK

15-18 Kindergarten Registration - By appointment

19 Mom to Mom sale sponsored by the Parent Advisory Board 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
21 Erickson Open House—6:30-7:30

22 Estabrook Open House—6:30-7:30

23 Adams Open House—6:30-7:30

24 Chapelle Open House—6:30-7:30

23 EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20 - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT Day
29 Perry Open House for Incoming Kindergarten Families 6:30-7:30
May

5-9 Kindergarten Registration - by appointment

14 EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20 - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
16 Spring Sing 9:00 & 2:00

22 Last day for Preschool - Bertsch, Blevins, Bowen, Jones

23 Fun Day

26 NO SCHOOL/Memorial Day

28 & 29 Preschool Registration - by appointment

30 EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20 - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
June
5 LAST DAY FOR P.M. CLASSES

6 EARLY DISMISSAL/11:20 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL



